Question 2 – Responses
1. Would like to see more advertisement for events taking place in Watertown. Seems like there are a lot of things but have to know when.
2. I love all the trails around Watertown! Great Job! Thank you!
3. Why don't we have Meals on Wheels
4. Meals-on-Wheels N/A
5. We love visiting parks & walking trails & the library/community events. Recommend/deter spraying pesticides from/on Community Learning Center due to exposure to small children(herbicides)
6. All housing additions should have safe path to trails or paths
7. We have commented on the one we have used.
8. The W-M CLC does not provide a space for Crow River Radio or RCTC or other arts performances.
9. Watertown Historical Society
10. Last booklet was much improved
11. I do not use above
12. Volunteer Food Shelf
13. Fitness facilities at high school
14. I don’t know much about WeCab or Meals on Wheels in community so left it blank
15. Unfamiliar with WeCab
16. We previously participated in the Water Aquatics class with Deb at the Watertown-Mayer High School pool. Loved it!!
17. Need an outdoor swimming pool and better ice rink
18. Is there public transportation? Trails-good, dog park excellent. Would like to be more aware of community learning center. Music in the parking lot is good!
19. Watertown Fine Arts Council
20. City Council
21. Above doesn’t apply to me
22. WeCAB -Not familiar
23. Good
24. We love the library!
25. Post Office
26. Section 2- From the list above, not knowing the info to promote to seniors. Don't even know if there are regular senior meetings.
27. We would love more trash cans available at the parks and near the river.  The graffiti also seems to be around more than normal
28. Access to the auditorium for theatre is non-existent.
29. 82 year old limited by health problems, back & legs
30. Dog Park Very good, Some parks could use more seating & shade for parents and families.
31. I have no idea what this is (WeCab), Do we even have this (Meals on Wheels).







Question 3 Response

1. Small business options for shopping
2. A Senior Center
3. Need to reorganize garden club and arts & music group
4. Maybe move trails-small children rec spots toddler/preschool age (soccer)
5. I'd like to see more performance spaces for community events like Crow River Radio and River City Theatre Company.
6. Senior Housing w/assistance available
7. Senior Housing w/assistance available
8. Have more music downtown
9. Adult Festivals not kid activities, craft fairs and classes, more concerts
10. Especially hiking and pickleball
11. Town Houses
12. Trails
13. Previously did Balance/sit class for elders -also very good. We use the library to check out books. Happy they also have book club and computers for use.
14. Book Club Movies
15. Library. There is a lot of space in the adult non-fiction shelves of the Watertown library that could be expanded with more titles. Adult fiction section shelves could also use more classical literature novel titles, not just modern and current fiction titles written in the last 20-30 years.
16. More Park/Playgrounds for Young Children open to the public
17. Community Swimming Pool
18. Education-Could we have a class on safety in emergency (or similar) for all ages. Encourage more ecumenical (area churches) partnerships
19. Senior Housing
20. We need greater commerce in Watertown-corporations and shopping and restaurants. More local jobs, closer to home to keep jobs/$ in our local community.
21. More opportunities for kids to be active at a low cost. Groups to join? Fundraising for it?
22. For the size of our community, I think we have great options
23. Needs of Seniors
24. Would like to see TAI Chi offered at Community Center
25. Christian Educational
26. I attend some activities at the Delano Senior Center.  I wish Watertown had similar options
27. Food shelf, Transpiration options
28. Some sort of outdoor splash pad, well-kept beach w/slides, etc.
29. We love the library programs and hope to see them host more music and art series that are for a younger group - the teens seems to have more available to them.
30. When the funding for the PAC was approved by the voters, it was understood that the CLC would be available for community theatre.
31. Music in the parks, not sitting in parking lot.  Senior programs at library, To be able to walk/bike from any neighborhood to the downtown safely.  We love to walk and bike ride.  Would like to see a trail along Hwy 10 especially to get from neighborhood to another and between all parks in town.
32. Horseshoe league would be fun.  Having archery range would be great.
33. It would be nice if the senior center events were included in the city of Watertown newsletter.
34. Need walking bridge by Rick Johnson Park.
35. Technical help
36. Transportation (Shopping & Medical)
37. Weight programs
38. Watertown need an independent senior living facility
39. Community Ed & Library programming actually have a huge healthy array of this and all of the above (section 3), but I believe the array is underutilized.
40. Splash pond/pad needed!  Highland park area.
41. Kids baking/cooking classes kids extracurricular (not team based)
42. With the rising popularity of Pickleball we would like to see additional courts at the ice rink.  Thanks for asking.




Question 4 responses
1. WM Community ed program -good, CC Library - Really Good - Food assistance -not enough, WeCAB-Does this exist? If local newspaper is not subscribed to as much, is our main communication the city newsletter.
2. Above doesn’t apply to me
3. The ones I use/need are sufficient
4. Local Christian Churches
5.  Carver County Economic Assistance Benefits
6. Carver County Public Library Programs and services
7. Theatre and Performing Arts
8. Carver County Economic Assistance Benefits (SNAP, Cash, Health Care)
9. Carver County Economic Assistance Benefits (SNAP, Cash, Health Care)
10. WeCab
11. Affordable shopping trips (Waconia, Delano, Buffalo)
12. Carver County Economic Assistance Benefits (SNAP, Cash, Health Care), WeCab
13. 



Question 5 response
1. More promotion this is a great program, with a hard working team, but not many know it exists.
2. Overall we love living here. I don't believe there is a huge need for more programs.
3. Work toward senior apartments in Watertown. Many seniors have moved out of town due to lack of senior housing. This in turn keeps many from their faith community.
4. I'm not the only person in town who is disappointed that Crow River Radio and River City Theatre Company (and any other smaller events) have very few options for rehearsals and performances. I appreciate how accommodating City Hall is to the Fine Arts Council and community theater here in Watertown.
5. Would like to see more information for the residents of Watertown pertaining to the senior center in Delano. Seniors in Watertown either need a center that operates like Delano or promote to be part of Delano Center.
6. Watertown is a great city! Don't grow too much-we came here because it is small.
7. Carver County Public Library Programs and Services
8. W-M Community Ed Program, Volunteer opportunities for seniors - how to volunteer in our community. I would like more info on the local theater group-River City Theatre Company. There is very little info on upcoming production, auditions, etc. More music in the park, offer hiking club or organized hikes on the trails. More opportunities for pickleball, organized groups to set-up times.
9. Would love to see more senior housing.
10. We have appreciated many aspects of Watertown. It is a lovely place to live. The library has been used most often by our family.
11. I was recently widowed & maybe some kind of group for newly single men & women. Not like a singles thing, but somewhere people can talk about what you are going through.
12. Would like to see more senior housing
13. Library comments: Thanks so much for sending out this survey for citizen input. My general thoughts are this after utilizing the library. Do we really need non-fiction books in the library like "White Fragility" and "How to be an Anti-Racist" or anything related to CRT or DEI initiatives? These types of books seem to only further racism in our community, if anyone bothers to check out such a book and read it. Please also spare us from any LGBTQ+ titles, as I really hope there isn't a big display of these titles in the month of June for the so-called "Pride Month". Such a beautiful and sunny month of the year and I don't care to see LGBTQ books on full display at my local library. This is a rural community with families, not Minneapolis or San Francisco. Don't get me wrong, I am not for overall censorship in libraries, but these types of books do not promote unity in our city or county or anywhere. My hope is that you take a lesson from Target and move this section to the 'back of the store.'
14. We live on Jackson Ave SW and have to walk over 20 minutes to get to a toddler-friendly park/playground when the one at the primary school isn't open to the public.
15. We would love to see a beautification project for downtown Watertown!
16. Please add more pickle ball courts. The 2 in Watertown are often full. Having lights for the pickle ball courts is wonderful!
17. Trails not maintained this winter which is sad because very hard to navigate to walk. Wetland area also has extreme amount of thistles in spring/summer/fall. Please consider having trails (wetlands) groomed through winter so easier to navigate /walk.
18. I walk the rails often. It would be nice if they were a bit more groomed-weeds, trash. I am a Grandparent of a 2 & 4 year old I love love the Santa Stravaganza. Have not done Eggstravanza sound fun! Ladies night out - Rail to Trails fun events! Thank you Watertown Community!
19. We love all the ECFE activities. Wish there was more later or on weekends.
20. How can we get communication, publications more frequent and/or far reaching. Shoutout to the wonderful free monthly meals at St Paul's Church. Could there be a class for seniors entitled, Lesson in Listening
21. Within the last year I started using audio books and the library was very helpful.

22. There needs to be more options for kids besides paying for everything through the schools. This town has rarely focused time on what our kids are spending their time doing and personally- I am tires of watching deals behind the old D'Vincis....
23. Would like more information on Carver County Public Library Programs and services
24. Watertown permitting process is ridiculous-we are mocked by contractors and other communities due to our sleepy and unresponsive process. We, for example, have been waiting for weeks for a simple permit to fix part of our deck to make it safe. Seriously make it easy for people to live and thrive here.
25. Don't allow small utilities to work in winter and make sure they fix the holes they create "Not Done" near my home
26. Great Library
27. I love living in Watertown, but it is hard to find opportunities for my son to engage socially with other kids while getting physical activity. I know this is a common problem in smaller towns all over. Another reason to consider investing in this idea is because so many kids sit inside on screens and it is ruining their mental health studies have shown time and time again. We could be a leader in this area as a small town if we put enough resources and time into making physical activities for children available more frequently and cost-effectively. Sports through the school and organizations can be costly and often times require travel and lodging expenses. It would be nice if a few times a week the community center could host indoor sports for kids. I know they tried to host open gym recently and did not have a good turnout. I believe that is because there was not enough effort to market it nor was it an organized event with enticing details. Maybe somebody could put together a theme for it each evening and advertise it better on social media? The price point was great! Just the rest fell through. Also, something along this concept could be expanded to outdoors anytime of year. Organize the events for kickball, sledding, gaga ball, basketball, pickle ball for kids, skateboarding competitions at the skate park, Scavenger hunts for prizes, etc.
28. More safe trails to walk. No safe places to walk during a regular winter. WM Community Ed programs 95% directed to youth. Same with Carver County Library Programs. Drivers don't stop for pedestrians at crosswalks.
29. Thanks for the holiday dinner that blends the high school musicians with the older generation.
30. We use the library weekly and so thankful to have that available. Always something new at our library.
31. Library-Would like to see the program they have introduced at other libraries where you can pickup books on hold when library is not open at a kiosk outside
32. While it is obvious that investments have been made to update some of the parks and park equipment around Watertown, other parks are left aging in poor condition and lack equipment suitable for all ages and abilities. Many neighborhoods also have poor walkability and accessibility due to lack of sidewalks.
33. I am happy with the city trail system. Keep that going and keep the community connected.
34. N?A
35. I feel the city should have a builder build individual Patio homes for seniors within city limits
36. Watertown needs more options for senior housing! If I decide at some future time to leave my single family home, I would like good choices that allow me to remain in Watertown.
37. It seems like every time we sign up for a community education class, it's canceled. The online sign-up process is cumbersome. The parks and trails are a nice feature but very expensive for the city to maintain. There are many dogs running loose around town. We appreciate the variety of churches and the events that they plan together, such as the youth groups collecting food donations, and the Thanksgiving eve service. The library is awesome, but that is managed by the county.
38. Love the Luce line trail not sure if you can do anything as far as additional walking trails or outdoor spaces for 4 wheeling/dirt biking. Or just an outdoor space for people not full of dog poop. Any ideas for a gathering place that isn’t a bar?
39. Watertown NEEDS more apartments that are affordable for (1) elderly and (2) singles. I know many individuals that cannot find an apartment in town. The apartments are all rundown and have long waitlists. Please consider zoning for high residential... we're too white single-family home oriented and we can't keep our aging parents in town!!
40. Music in the park is geared towards seniors it seems, have an event or two for younger adults.
41. Watertown needs a newspaper that involves our community We need news of the community like the old newspaper.  I would like volunteers to help the community - gardening to beatify the city.
42. The hill going downtown needs to have a finalized sidewalk available to walkers and bikes.  We worry about the safety of our kids and the neighborhood kids, especially since that traffic doesn't stop.
43. I was involved in the community theatre company, RCTC, along with my wife.
44. Raising Rural speed limits wrong, by parks, business & by our High & Middle school.  Get neighborhoods cleaned by follow through on rules & guidance.
45. Senior Independent Living Apartments
46. Would like to have elementary aged children/school to interact with senior (elderly) with regular interactions w/ reading together and playing games together, maybe having lunch together too.
47. Low cost transportation to metro healthcare appointments, dollar store, and fast food options.
48. Watertown really is a nice city/town to live
49. It would be nice if there were a walking bridge across the river by Rick Johson Park.  So it would be closer walk from that park of town to walk to CLC/Middle School/High School.  A public pool/splash pad.  Nothing in town for kids.
50. More sidewalks for senior walkers
51. I wish one of our priorities would be to be able to enable our community seniors to not just  know there is such a thing as a commission on aging -but to able to SEE US OUT IN THE COMMUNITY as approachable because we did  one simple thing-attached a name & a role to a face (simple as taking a group picture, adding our names to it-titling it COA-and posting this on city media & on a city wall or publicly seen bulletin board.  How great it would be for all of us to see who serves our city in all the capacities not just our commission but other also.  COA - would seniors benefit from a better, bigger, wider knowing that the COA exists - yes.  I look at a huge variety & extensive array of both Community Ed & Library offerings & a big part of me wants to jump up & shout from the mountain top - so many of these fit directly into our responsibility priorities & we could also check off nearly all of our questions because they are offerings that directly enhance the lives of seniors.  What if we started with something simple we each choose one or two we literally sign up for one or two of these, maybe even promote it, but when we attend it, we introduce ourselves in the class as a commissioner, and then later we report back to the group.  Our survey does focus on 2 main things - 1.  Do you want more info on any of the 6 specific programs listed here and 2.  rate on a scale of 1-4 these 9 specific activities in our community and finally our General comment areas.  My hope is that we will be able glean opinions on our Big 5.  We opted to completely leave out any direct questions on How would you rate WTN's Independent living at home, WTN's availability of senior centers & housing WTN level of mobility & accessibility, or safe or attractive neighborhoods.  
52. More Senior Programs
53. Mound & Waconia Food Shelves are better.  Barely ever get fridge or frozen items in Watertown.  Need fast food restaurants here.
54. Watertown needs affordable senior housing/assisted living so our older residents don't have to move to other communities in their older years.
55. I think a way to get people out here for recreation could be – ebike rentals, kayaks on the river (like mpls) yoga classes.
56. Community center w/fitness, kids fitness, kids baking/cooking classes, main street Christmas – bigger event.
57. The largest need for us is senior disabled housing with accommodations for power wheelchairs & mobility issues.  Since us baby boomers are now certifiably old, we should be building housing that fits our changing needs.  So we can stay as independent as we are able.  There is a need for assisted living that can meet more skilled nursing without costing our whole bank account in one month.  Our needs are changing & will be great.
58. Think we just need more non internet based information about what programs we do have available.
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